tions. The attitude of all the many millions in the Soviet
Union towards the leadership of the Communist Party and
towards the policy of the Soviet Government is now being
tested. Well, we have reason to look confidently ahead. One
confirmation of this is the fact that the communist and non-
party bloc has become still stronger and is working in great
harmony. There may be people abroad who still dream that
it would be a good thing if some party other than the Com-
munist Party were to assume the leadership of our -country.
To these people one might reply in the simple words of the
proverb: "If ifs and ands were pots and pans----" (Laughter
and applause.) There is no need to say much about such
people, people, so to speak, "from the other world."
(Laughter and applause.) As for our people, they iiave
their own opinion on the subject. What's to be done,
when the Soviet people have formed bonds of close kinship
and have identified themselves with their Communist Party?
(Loud and prolonged applause.) And if there are people
abroad who still do noi like this, we can console them with
the thought that nowadays in other countries, too, it is no
rare thing to find the Communists, as leaders, enjoying the
confidence of the broad mass of the -people. (Applause.)
This only goes to show that the lessons of life are not wast-
ed. In short, the earth is not only revolving, but, one might
say, is not revolving in vain (laughter, applause), and is pur-
suing a forward course towards a better future. (Applause.)
The four-year war with Germany, and then with Japan,
was a supreme test for the young Soviet State. This war,
which strained all the spiritual and material forces of the
people, was an exceptionally severe test of the policy of the
Bolshevik Party. More, it was a test of the stability of the
very political system of the Soviet Republic. Now no one
can deny that the Soviet State has passed this lest with flying
colours,
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